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Introduction  
 

N.B.: The subject house and property have had many owners and names connected with  it including 

Davis, Sharpless, Blakey, Merrick, Whitall, Hacker, English, Doyle, Bodine, Van Sciver and Jarvis; it has 

also been called" "Springhill Farm," and :"The Cedars" among other names 
 

Long-time Haddon Township residents, as well as those from  neighboring 

communities, will remember this house as "The Van Sciver Mansion" or, perhaps, "The 

Jarvis Place." It sat on the hill now occupied by the Superfresh supermarket, its rooftop  

                                

                        The Whitall -VanSciver House as it appeared in the early 20th century 

 

cupola offering a westerly vantage point to the Delaware River and Philadelphia. The 

property, which in 1864 included 114 acres of farmland, woods, orchards, streams and 

buildings, encompassed what is presently the grounds of the Haddon Township High 

School and Middle School, the Haddon Twp. branch of the Camden County Library, the 

Haddon View Apartments, the Westmont Shopping Plaza, the woods along MacArthur 

Boulevard up to Saddlertown, the Paul VI High School property, and the Van Sciver 

Elementary School grounds. 

 

The Whitall  Family 
This house was owned from 1864 to 1880 as a summer residence by the John 

Mickle Whitall family.  

There are several sources of information on the Whitalls. Foremost is a memoir 

written in 1879 by John Mickle Whitall's daughter Hannah Whitall Smith titled John M. 

Whitall, the story of his life. A second book titled Memoir of Mary Whitall by her 
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granddaughter, Bessie Nicholson Taylor published in 1885 also contained valuable 

information. There is a reference book on the glassmaking industry titled The Glass 

Gaffers of New Jersey by Adeline Pepper (1971) containing photographs of the Whitall 

glassmaking factory and examples of the bottles they made, and,  the Philadelphia 

Seaport Museum's library has a John M. Whitall collection of documents, and Bryn 

Mawr College has a collection of Whitall family documents in the M. Carey Thomas 

collection. M. Carey Thomas was John M. Whitall's granddaughter and became the 

second president of Bryn Mawr College. There is another Whitall collection at Indiana 

University called the Hannah Whitall Smith collection.  

The Whitall family ancestors came from England, possibly Litchenfield, Stafford 

County, during the 17
th
 century, and settled in and around the Philadelphia area. 

1
John 

Mickle Whitall was born on November 4, 1800 in a house on Main Street in Woodbury, 

Gloucester County, NJ. His parents were John Siddon Whitall and Sarah Mickle Whitall. 

Sarah was the daughter of John Mickle and Elizabeth Estaugh Hopkins. John Mickle 

Whitall's grandparents were James Whitall and Mary Cooper owners of the Red Bank, 

Gloucester County home which served as a shelter and makeshift hospital during the 

Revolutionary War's Battle of Red Bank (Fort Mercer). The family belonged to the 

religious Society of Friends, sometimes called Quakers. 

At the age of 16, John Mickle Whitall began a seafaring career as an apprentice 

on board a ship called the William Savery. His many voyages, which spanned a 13-year 

period, took him from the port of Philadelphia down to ports in Savannah, Georgia or 

Charleston, South Carolina, and then on to Liverpool, and India and China. According to 

his daughter Hannah's memoir, he experienced a personal religious conversion at age 17 

as he described to her: "On one of my voyages from Charleston to Liverpool, there was a 

                

Shipping Document, 1824  (Courtesy of The John M. Whitall Collection at the Philadelphia Seaport Museum Library ) 

 

                                                 
1
  Robinson, William. Friends of a half century: Fifty memorials with portraits of the members of the 

 Society of Friends, 1840-1890.  London: Edward Hicks, 1891. 
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passenger named Hay. He took a fancy to me and to a young man a little older than 

myself, and, one day gave us a Bibleé it quietly remained until our return passage, when 

the thought struck me that it would be a nice thing to tell at home that I had read the Bible 

throughé" And so he did just that and went on to say: "I found my inclinations totally 

changed."
2
 Hannah Whitall Smith wrote: "Our father's religious life was so interwoven 

with his every day human life in the world, that it seemed impossible to separate them." 
3
 

By age 23 John 

became a chief mate, 

and by age 25 in 1826 

became Captain of an 

East Indiaman (which 

is the generic name 

given to ships sailing 

to India). This ship, 

called the New Jersey, 

was described as the 

largest ship then in the 

port of Philadelphia. 

His last voyage was in 

1829 and went from 

Philadelphia to China. 

After the ship's owner, 

Mr. Whitton Evans, 

died the ship was sold 

and Whitall lost his 

job.  
 

 

Invoice, 1827 (Courtesy of The 

John M. Whitall C ollection at 

the Philadelphia Seaport 

Museum Library ) The collection 

contained journals he kept while 

at sea, which were largely 

entries of weather conditions, 

ship positions at sea, the cargo, 

and expenses. Their cargo was 

cotton, fabrics including silk 

from China, tea, pottery, and 

metal. The museum's collection 

also contained letters written by 

members of the Whitall family 

to John while he was on his 

voyages. One is a letter dated 

1822 from his father.  This letter 

sadly describes the illness and 

death of John's sister Ann. 

Another letter wr itten in 1823 is 

from both his sister Hannah and 

his mother Sarah Mickle 

Whitall.  

 

                                                 
2
  Ibid., p. 311. 

3
 [Smith, Hannah Whitall]. John M. Whitall, the story of his life. Philadelphia, PA: NP. 1879. 
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When John Mickle Whitall finished his sailing career in 1829 he had saved $4,000 from 

his earnings. He paid $1000 to settle a debt his father owed, and put the remainder into 

the opening of his next venture ï a Dry Goods and Wholesale business. In 1829 he 

purchased a store on the north side of Market St., above 9
th
, in Philadelphia. At this time 

he also asked Mary Tatum of Woodbury to be his wife. According to his daughter 

Hannah's account they had been betrothed for 6 years.  He was 31 years old and she was 

28 years old when they married on November 5, 1830. After their marriage they lived 

with his father at the SE corner of Race & 7
th
 St. in Philadelphia for 2 years, then moved 

to 9
th
 and Race St. The Whitalls  had 4 children (Hannah, Sarah, James, and Mary) and  

20 grandchildren.  

Unfortunately, John Mickle Whitall was not successful as a Dry Goods merchant, 

and in fact it is written that by 1837 he was $105,000 in debt and forced into bankruptcy. 

So, in January 1838, along with his brothers-in-law William Scattergood and G.M. 

Haversick, John entered into a new business partnership in the glass manufacturing 

business. The company they took over was then known as the Phoenix Glass Works 

located in Millville, NJ. When Mr. Haversick retired from the business, the firm was 

renamed Scattergood and Whitall. Then John Whitall's brother Franklin joined the firm in 

1845 and the business was called Whitall, Brother, and Company. When Edward Tatum 

became involved the firm name changed again to Whitall Tatum and Company.  

Whitall Tatum and Company produced bottles, fruit jars, chemical and pharmacy 

bottles, and perfume bottles of various colors and styles. The bottles are marked "W.T. & 

Whitall Tatum Gl assworks, South Millville, c. 1900 


